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Conference Welcome
Welcome to Bournemouth, and to Bournemouth University, and to the third international 
conference of the Association for Psychosocial Studies, following the lively and successful APS 
conferences at the University of Central Lancashire in 2014 and the University of the West of 
England in 2016. Like those previous events, APS2018 offers an intensive programme of papers, 
workshops and keynotes, plus a conference dinner in a seafront restaurant on Thursday evening, 
and in-house cabaret entertainment on Friday evening.

The conference committee wanted this year’s conference theme to be both topical and broad. 
As planning for the event began, we were approaching the 50th anniversary of two iconic years, 
ones which arguably marked the first major manifestations of an emergent globalized culture. So 
APS2018 was imagined as an international conference on the state of the world, fifty years after 
it was turned inside out (circa 1967) and upside down (circa 1968) – at least it was in a significant 
number of psychic and cultural spaces. 

A half century after the hippie counterculture of 1967 (‘the summer of love’) and the political 
turbulence of 1968 (‘May 68’), a major aim of this conference is therefore to stage a psychosocial 
examination of the ways in which today’s world is shaped by the forces symbolised by those two 
moments. It will explore the continuing influence of the deep social, cultural and political changes 
in the West, which crystallised in the events of these two years. The cultural forces and the political 
movements of that time aimed to change the world, and did so, though not in the ways that many 
of their participants expected. Their complex, multivalent legacy of ‘liberation’ is still developing 
and profoundly shapes the globalising world today, in the contests between what is called neo-
liberalism, resurgent fundamentalisms, environmentalism, individualism, nationalisms, and the 
proliferation of identity politics.

A counter-cultural and identity-based ethos now dominates much of consumer culture, and is 
reflected in the recent development of some populist and protest politics. A libertarian critique 
of politics, once at the far margins, now informs popular attitudes towards many aspects of 
democratic governance; revolutionary critiques have become mainstream clichés. Hedonic themes 
suffuse everyday life, while self-reflection and emotional literacy have also become prominent 
values, linked to more positive orientations towards human diversity and the international 
community.

There was a danger that an exclusive focus on this theme might - despite its breadth - have made 
the conference seem most interesting only to baby-boomers and historians. But the APS is an 
academic home for a very wide range of scholars with interests in diverse areas and topics, and 
it is important for its Conference to reflect that. The Call for Papers therefore included an Open 
Stream, and the Programme contains many papers sent in response to that opportunity. Methods 
of psychosocial inquiry are applicable to most topics. As an academic community, the Psychosocial 
is a broad church defined only by a commitment to exploring and linking the internal and external 
worlds - the deeply personal and the equally deeply societal - as sources of experience and action. 
We trust that much work of that important kind will be presented and conducted across the three 
days of this conference, and that while we enjoy the safety of a British seaside town (and possibly 
even the weather) we will continue to deepen the psychosocial understandings of conflict and 

suffering, along with reparation and growth, in many different contexts.

With all best wishes 

The BU APS2018 Conference Committee
Faculty of Media and Communication, Bournemouth University, UK.

Candida Yates, Barry Richards, Iain MacRury, Stephen Jukes, Kerstin Stutterheim, Alexander 
Sergeant, Aanka Batta, Alexandra Alberda, Brian McNulty.  
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Registration
Delegates can register on the ground floor of the Fusion Building on Bournemouth University’s 
Talbot Campus where the conference will take place. Conference staff will check Eventbrite tickets 
and check-in presenters and attendees throughout the conference.
Presenters and attendees are asked to either bring a printed copy of their Eventbrite ticket or show 
a digital copy. 

Registration opens Thursday, April 5th at 12.00.

Venue and Rooms
The conference will all be hosted in the Fusion Building located on Bournemouth University’s Talbot 
Campus, Fern Barrow, Poole BH12 5BB

• Keynote speakers will be presenting in the Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building. 
• Parallel Sessions will be in rooms F104, F105, F106, F107, F108, F109, F110 and FG07.
• Breaks and refreshments will be served in FG06.
• Film screenings in the Creative Lecture Theatre, Ground Floor Fusion Building.

Internet Access 
Conference attendees can connect through the university’s Cloud Wifi as a guest through their 
mobile devices and laptops. Parallel Sessions rooms also have computers for presenters needing 
to use the internet during their session. Conference staff and IT Event Support will be around 
throughout the conference if assistance is needed.

Subsistence
Refreshments will be provided during the scheduled breaks throughout the conference. Light 
lunches will be provided for registered presenters and attendees on Friday and Saturday. 

Conference Poet-in-Residence 
Karen Izod will be facilitating two drop-in poetry sessions in F104 during Friday, April 6th: 11.30-
12.00 and 3.30-4.00. All presenters and attendees are encouraged to participate in one of the 
sessions. Izod will be using the thoughts expressed in these sessions to influence her performance 
at the conference Cabaret that evening. 

Travel information
Bournemouth University has two campuses; the conference is taking place in the Fusion Building 
on the Talbot Campus. This is on a road called Fern Barrow, BH12 5BB, which postally is in Poole. 
Bus travel

UNIBUS U1 Vacation Service – free travel to Talbot Campus with your Eventbrite Conference ticket 
on Thursday 5 April & Friday 6 April, when the last bus leaves Talbot at 17:30. This service does not 
operate on weekends. The service map is available on http://www.buscms.com/BusForBU2015/
uploadedfiles/pdfs/maps/BU_network_map-aug17.pdf

‘More Bus’ – the 15 and 17 buses stop at Talbot Campus; more information and timetables can be 
found here: http://morebus.co.uk/

Yellow Buses – the U6 and U9 buses stop at Talbot Campus, more information and timetables can 
be found on: https://www.bybus.co.uk/

The University buses run every 12 minutes from 8am till 5:30. After that timt the delegates can use 
MORE bus or YELLOW bus services which also run on Saturday.  

Parking
If you have pre-booked parking please follow the signs to the Visitors Car Park when you arrive at 
Talbot. The parking attendant will have your name and will direct you where to park. If you have 
not booked parking but would like to do so, please visit the conference booking page.

Taxis
There are a number of taxi firms in the local area; your hotel will be able to advise on options. You 
will find yellow taxis parked outside at the Bournemouth train station.
United Taxis: 01202 55 66 77
PRC Streamline Taxis:  01202 373737 or  01202 555511

Conference dinner, Thursday, April 5th from 19.00p.m.
The conference dinner will be held at the Urban Reef seafront restaurant. This is a ticketed event 
and attendees will need to bring either a printed off Eventbrite ticket or may be asked to provide a 
digital ticket upon arrival.
Urban Reef, The Overstrand, Undercliff Drive, Bournemouth BH5 1BN 

Life is a Cabaret, Friday, April 6th 17.45-19.30p.m.
This event is intended as a way to unwind from a day of conference papers and presentations, by 
coming together to listen to an array of performances from the world of comedy, musical theatre, 
and spoken word poetry. The performers will in different waysl reflect and capture in contemporary 
form the creative spirit of the 1960s cultural revolutions and beyond.

The cabaret is also intended as a stand alone event and BU staff and students and also members of 
the public from the wider Bournemouth community are most welcome to attend. 

http://www.buscms.com/BusForBU2015/uploadedfiles/pdfs/maps/BU_network_map-aug17.pdf
http://www.buscms.com/BusForBU2015/uploadedfiles/pdfs/maps/BU_network_map-aug17.pdf
http://morebus.co.uk/
https://www.bybus.co.uk/
https://aps2018.eventbrite.co.uk
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THURSDAY 5TH APRIL
11:00 – 12:20  Association for Psychosocial Studies Executive Committee Meeting   
   Room: F104
12:00 – 13:00  Conference Registration and Refreshments, Room: FG06
13:00 – 13:30  Welcome and Introduction:
   Michael Wilmore, Exec Dean of the Faculty of Media and    
   Communication
   Lynn Froggett, Chair of the Association for Psychosocial Studies
   Candida Yates, Chair of the APS 2018 Conference

13:30 – 14:30  Keynote: Barry Richards
   The Causes of Sanity
   Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)

14:30 – 16:00  Parallel Session 1
16:00 – 16:30  Break, Room: FG06
16:30 – 18:00  Parallel Session 2
19:00 – onwards  Conference Dinner at the Urban Reef Restaurant, Bournemouth   
   (ticketed event)

FRIDAY 6TH APRIL
09:00 – 10:00  Keynote: Liz Frost
   Generational Warfare: Baby Boomers v the Millennials
   Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)
10:00 – 11:30  Parallel Session 3
11:30 – 12:00  Karen Izod, Poet-in-Residence Drop-in Session, Room: F104
   Break, Room: FG06
12:00 – 13:00  Keynote: Sally Alexander
   Feminist History and the Psyche
   Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)
13:00 – 14:00  Lunch, Room: FG06
14:00 – 15:30  Parallel Session 4
15:30 – 16:00  Karen Izod, Poet-in-Residence Drop-in Session, Room: F104
   Break, Room: FG06
16:00 – 17:30  Parallel Session 5
17:45 – 19:30  Life is a Cabaret, Public Engagement Event (Third Floor)

SATURDAY 7TH APRIL
09:00 – 10:00    Keynote: Gail Lewis
     Considering Black Feminism in Times of Love and Hate
     Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)
10:00 – 11:30    Parallel Session 6
11:30 – 12:00    Break, Room: FG06
12:00 – 13:00    Keynote: Lynne Segal
     Utopian Visions: Repudiated, Recuperated, Repositioned
     Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)
13:00 – 14:00    Plenary BU led discussion and reflection, 
     Room: Inspire Lecture Theatre (First Floor)
     *light lunch provided
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Thursday 5th April 2018
Parallel Sessions - 2.30-4.00 p.m.

Psychosocial Workshop Panel, Room F104
Anne-Marie Cummins Social Poetry – a Listening Matrix

Mental Health and Its Narratives, Room F105
David Jones Disordered Personalities: Counter-culture and Psychiatric Diagnosis
Siobhan Lennon-Patience What Does It Mean to Flourish? A Psychosocial Investigation

Global Cultures in Transition, Room F106
Carla Penna From ‘Cultural Revolution’ to the Weariness of the Self: New Struggles for Recognition
Bibhas Bagchi Cultural revolution: A different story in the South

Psychosocial Reflections on Politics, Room F107
Andrew Samuels Political Violence: Psychosocial Reflections - Then and Now
Gina Donoso Subjective and Socio-Cultural Implications of Political Trauma and the Role of Agency 
and Recognition 
Hadi Strømmen Lile The Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Norway

Psychosocial Methods 1, Room F108
Alastair Roy & Julian Manley Retaining a Commitment to Arts-based Practice in Social Care: The 
Creative Imagination and the Commodification of Welfare
Carrie Clarke A Museum Without Walls: Dementia, Care and Curation

Eco Psychologies, Room F109
Claude Barbre From the Age of Aquarius to the Epoch of the Anthropocene: Psychosocial 
Reflections on Eco-Psychology Then and Now
Jonathan Coope The Original Conception of Counter Culture (1968) Revisited: Towards an Eco-
psychiatry of Modernity

Thursday 5th April 2018
Parallel Sessions – 4.30-6.00 p.m.

Psychosocial Workshop, Room F104
Julian Manley and Aanka Batta Social dreaming session: ‘ “I have no idea what this dream means.” 
After that I can begin to examine the dream.’ (Jung 1945)  (please register your interest in attending 
this session at the registration desk)

Mental Health, Room F105
Steve O’Neill Drug Use 1968-2018: What Goes Up Must Come Down and Repeat; Free Radicals and 
Cruel Optimism
Kate Brown Love in the Wilderness...Reflections on the Revolutionary Aspects of the Cotswolds 
Therapeutic Community 1967-2011

Leila Kozma Cure the many and the few: a critical reassessment of the concept of illness in the work 
of the Social Patient’s Collective

Shame, Room F106
Julia Walsh Bare-fronted and Shame-faced: Political Encounters Through a Consideration of Face
Max Maher Lacanian Shame and the Upside-Down Master: A New Lumpenproletariat?
Richard Scullion Embarrassment, Humiliation and Infamy - Bring It On: The Personal Appropriation 
of Flaunting our Shamelessness

Psychosocial Reflections on Politics and Subjectivity, Room F107
John Brissenden Interrogating the “Angry Public”
Darren Ellis Back in the Day Dreams
Bahar Tanyas Young People’s Motivations to Participate in Social Movements: A Qualitative Study of 
the 2013 Gezi Park Protests

Psychosocial Panel, Room F108
Rachael Dobson et al. The Power Threat Meaning Framework: Reflections, Deliberations, 
Observations

Studies of the Digital, Room F109
George Macdonald Technology, Culture and Subjectivity in Cyberspace
Alexis Wolfe (Data)Mining the Unconscious: Victimhood, Irony and Psychotic Discourses in the Age 
of the Meta-spectacle 

Friday 6th April 2018
Parallel Sessions – 10.00-11.30 a.m.

Psychosocial Workshops, Room F104 
Jess Turtle and Matt Turtle (Museum of Homelessness), Lynn Froggett, Alastair Roy, (UCLAN) 
and Christopher Scanlon (Independent Psychosocial Researcher) On the Spirit Level? A 50-year 
exploration of our relationship to the Poor and the Poorest using a Visual Matrix in the Museum of 
Homelessness

Sexual Identities, Room F105
Rachel Velody When Silence Says So Much: Melania Trump and the Fashioning of the Aryan voice
Ciara Cremin The Disruptive force of Fetishism: Transvestism as Will to Power

Universities and Radical Cultures, Room F106
Iain MacRury The Impact of 1968 on “The Idea of the University”: A Systems Perspective
Ian Gwinn How Ideas Are Lived: Marxism, Feminism, and the Inner-life of Intellectual Radicalism in 
70s Britain

Sheryl Neel & Katherine Bain Student Shame Experiences on Both Sides of the Marketization and 
Democratization Schism in University Education
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Psychosocial Reflections on Politics, Room F107
Julian Manley ‘Désapprendre, Désapprendre, Désapprendre…’, the Liberation of Thought in Post 
’68 France Versus the Neoliberal Paradigm: From Coluche to Macron.
Leslie Marian Thompson Garcia Paris 68 and the Mexican 43: The Unseen Side of Politics
Bülent Somay 1968-2018: Country for Old Men?

Psychosocial Methods 2, Room F108
Banindjel Joachen Artistic Therapy in “Hidjingo”, “Ahonn” and “Muankum”: A Kamytic Therapeutics 
Approach
Jim Parris The Signs that the Ancestors Tell In

Studies and Stories of the Digital, Room F109
George Dake ‘Going Online’: Digitalisation and the Future of Street-based Male Sex Work. Early 
Reflections from a PhD Study in Manchester.
Stefano Carpani The |+|: Individuation in a Late Modern Individualized Society
Leslie Gardner Cyberspace and Telling Stories

Friday 6th April 2018
Parallel Sessions – 2.00-3.30 p.m.

Psychosocial Workshop Panel Room F104
Marilyn Charles, Maria Miron, Lita Crociani-Windland Maternal Metaphors and Transformation: 
Art, Culture, and the Possibility of Dreaming Together

Care and the Lifecycle, Room F105
Chris Vincent Eugenics to Genetics: the challenges posed by new IVF technologies to the inter 
generational dynamics of families affected by Huntington’s Disease (HD)
Zoi Simopoulou A Psychoanalytic Observation of Young Children’s Existential Encounters at Their 
Nursery
Mwakera Mndwamrombo Attitudes to Ageing within Cultural Revolution is Risking the Safety of 
Older People in Africa: East African Region Perspective

Feminisms and Subjectivities, Room F106
Claudia Lapping, Zoe Charalambous, Hanna Retallack Feminism is Not Self-identical: Temporality, 
Tradition and the Residue of the Radical in Feminist Subjectivities

Psychosocial Reflections on Politics and Subjectivity, Room F107
Joanna Kellond Winnicott and Contemporary Critical Theory
Michael O’Loughlin David versus Goliath: The possibility for Radical Subjectivity in a Neoliberal 
World Order
Owen Fullam Structures Walking (and Talking) on the Streets

Art and Psychosocial Sensibilities, Room F108
Alexander Sergeant Plasmatic Objects: Counter-Culturalism and Transitionality in the Animation of 

Ralph Bakshi
Alexandra Alberda Constructing Helen Frankenthaler: Writing a ‘woman’ Artist
Dinu-Gabriel Munteanu So What about Art? The Convergence of Countercultural Creativity and 
Youth Agency under an Erasmus+ Umbrella

Discourses of Crisis, Room F109
Stephen Jukes From Conflict in Vietnam to Terror on the Streets of European Cities - How 
Journalism Embraced Emotion and the Therapy Culture
Alastair Nightingale It’s Just Heartbreaking: Doing Inclusive Political Solidarity or Ambivalent 
Paternalism through Sympathetic Discourse within the “Refugee Crisis” Debate.
Lene Auestad Sexual Counter-Revolution: Sexism, Homophobia and the New Right

Friday 6th April 2018
Parallel Sessions – 4.00-5.30 p.m.

Psychosocial Workshop Panel, Room F104
Anna Lydia Svalastog, Hadi Strømmen Lile, Guro Huby, Espen M. Foss, Eva Marie Toreld, Kristin 
Opaas Haugli, Christian Fritz-Hoffmann Psychosocial Work in Digital Society

Care and the Lifecycle 2, Room F105
Roberta Elias Manna and Tania Maria José Aiello Vaisberg Helplessness in the Big City: Psychosocial 
Studies about Emotional Experience of Elderly Women 

Landscapes of Feminisms and Identities, Room F106
Annette-Carina van der Zaag Posthuman Landscapes of Sexual Revolution? on the Political Ethos of 
Feminist New Materialism
Mica Nava Feminism, Family, Memoir

Social Movements, Room F107
James Ormrod Social Movements: A Psychosocial Typology
Jennifer Durham Dreams Deferred: Cycles of Social Injustice in the 21st Century, Lessons for the 
Future
Melissa Harrington Love, Sex, Protest and Paganism: a Quiet Revolution

Art and Psychosocial Sensibilities, Room F108
Lynn Froggett Art, Sex and Videogames: From Play Power to Pokemon Go
Lita Crociani-Windland How Free is too Free?
Anne-Marie Cummins Prospects for the Listening Post as a Psycho-social Methodology

Psychosocial Screenings: Memories & Affective Environments, Room F109
Patricia Holland The Hornsey Film.
John Bird, Dave Green, William Hill & Distinxt Productions How We Might Design Happiness by 
Designing Urban Environments
Efstathia Veremi Presentations of the Freudian Drive in Film: A Lacanian Approach to “A Ghost 
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Story”

Saturday 7th April 2018
Parallel Sessions – 10.00-11.30 p.m.

Psychosocial Workshop Panel, Room FG07
Rachael Dobson & Caroline Pelletier Researching Failing Workers in the Welfare State

Psychosocial Workshop, Room F104
Julian Manley and Aanka Batta Social dreaming session: ‘ “I have no idea what this dream means.” 
After that I can begin to examine the dream.’ (Jung 1945)

Groups and Politics, Room F105
Candida Yates & Nigel Williams Group Work in Politics: Psychosocial Uses of Focus Groups in 
Political Interventions

Love, Romance and Attachment, Room F106
Huan Wang More Integrity, Less Integration: A New Approach to Romantic Relationships in China
Ali Amirmoayed A psychosocial understanding of intercultural intimate partner selection across 
differences 

Theoretical Innovations, Room F107
Andrew Fugard Is There Such a Thing as Quantitative Psychosocial Thinking? R. D. Laing et al. (1966) 
as a Case Study
Mark Saban Simondon & Jung: A Psychosocial Individuation
Karen Izod Linking Identities: Links Between Social Science and Poetry

Psychosocial Organisations in Context, Room F108
Darren Baker & Elizabeth Kelan Phallocentric Women: Confidence, Castration and the Persecutory 
Female Figure
Anna Milashevich The Interplay Between Persona and Shadow in Entrepreneurship: Then and Now
Stephen Copp Company Law since the Summer of Love: Confusion will be my Epitaph?

Femininities, Affect, Struggle, Room F109
Laura Bunt-MacRury Racialized Sexuality: On Revolution and Desire in Indigenist Peruvian Film
Marilyn Charles At the Borderline
Carrie Clarke The Golden Thread: A Story of Dementia, Affective Transmission and Co-creation

Digital Subjectivities, Room F110
Jacob Johanssen The Return of the Unknown: Data Talk Back
Steffen Krüeger Digital Media and Psychoanalytic Subjectivities

Professor Sally Alexander, Goldsmiths College, University of London, UK 
Friday 6th April 2018, Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building, 12-1 pm

Feminist history and the psyche
Women’s Liberation (wl) like all utopian movements, wanted change in the self as well as the 
outside world. Exploring sexual difference, female desire, the sources of violence – patriarchy’s 
darker reaches – in small consciousness raising groups, wl’s signature practice, led some to read 
psychoanalysis, especially Freud, whose discovery of the unconscious had begun by listening to 
women. This paper will revisit that initial encounter to trace some of the trajectories of feminist 
history since the seventies. 

Sally Alexander is Emerita Professor of Modern History at Goldsmiths UL. Her books include 
Becoming a Woman: and other essays in 19th and 20th century feminist history (London: Virago, 
1994), and most recently, edited with Barbara Taylor, History and Psyche: Culture, Psychoanalysis 
and the Past (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013).  She was an organiser of the first national UK Women’s 
Liberation Movement conference held at Ruskin College, Oxford in 1970, and in 1976 was a 
Founding Editor of History Workshop Journal.

Dr Liz Frost, UWE Bristol, UK
Friday 6th April 2018, Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building, 9-10 am

Generational warfare: Baby boomers v the millennials
Another war is being constructed in the UK between generations, the like of which has not been 
seen since the 1960s.  A version of older people is circulated in the media and politics that suggests 
‘baby boomers’ are the ‘never had it so good generation’ who took everything, individually 
and collectively and squandered it on sex and drugs and rock n’ roll, and latterly, property and 
investments, whilst impoverishing the state with their free cradle–to-grave welfare and free 
educations and huge pensions. Now, because of these ‘wasters’, the story goes, young people 
cannot afford housing, must pay for university education and welfare services and, to add insult to 
injury, will have to pay for millions of older people who will become helpless, demented burdens, 
from their taxes.

The current generation, the Millennials, from their perspective, understand themselves to be 
hugely criticised as narcissistic ‘snowflakes’, obsessed with issues of recognition, easily bruised, 
unable to see past  individuality and the politics of celebrity.  Two camps are being designated, 
each constructed within the dubious, inflated rhetoric of the digital media. This is frightening. 
Hatred is fuelled thus: the 20th century offers many examples. The spirit of Paris ‘68 is nowhere to 
be seen.

In this presentation I will examine some of the sociological, psychoanalytical and psychosocial 
theories which may be helpful for unravelling this burgeoning conflict. I will consider social 
structural thinking in relation to the politics and power dynamics of ageism. Psychoanalytical 
theory also provides a rich seam of analysis, from work on splitting, on the affective landscape of 
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Professor Barry Richards, Bournemouth University, UK 
Thursday 5th April 2018, Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building, 1.30-2.30 pm

The Causes of Sanity
In this paper, Barry Richards will use the concept of societal containment to consider some of 
the social and cultural changes which began to take shape in the 1960s. Building on an argument 
in his book What Holds Us Together (Karnac, 2017), he will suggest that one antidote to today’s 
polarisations and fundamentalisms may lie in the repair of national identities and of the nation as 
an effective emotional container.

Barry Richards is Professor of Political Psychology at Bournemouth University, prior to which 
he was Professor of Human Relations at the University of East London. His other books include 
Images of Freud (Dent, 1989), Disciplines of Delight (Free Association Books, 1994), The Dynamics 
of Advertising (with I. MacRury & J. Botterill; Harwood Academic, 2000), Emotional Governance 
(Palgrave, 2007),  and The Psychology of Politics (Routledge, forthcoming).

Professor Lynne Segal, University of London, UK
Saturday 7th April 2018, Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building, 12.00-1.00 pm

Utopian Yearnings, Always on the Move
It is often said that the 20th Century began with utopian dreaming and ended with nostalgia, as 
those alternative futures – socialist, feminist, or indeed even the possibilities for any radical change 
– seemed almost entirely discredited. However, it is never quite so straightforward. While dystopic 
visions predominate in the present, the challenge to envisage how to live differently, in ways that 
improve upon the present, never completely disappears. Nowhere has this been clearer than in 
recurring feminist dreams and dilemmas, attempting to reconcile the personal and the political 
by translating private experiences and desires into the public sphere of politics. Looking back, one 
thing that should at least be clear is that there is never any automatic accretion of improvement, 
but always the need to search out and nurture public spaces for progressive yearnings in every 
era. As I explore in Radical Happiness: Moments of Collective Joy, the collective resistance involved 
in the effort to promote new stories, with happier outcomes, is itself likely to prove joyful and 
empowering, at least while it lasts, even knowing that the goal of achieving that fairer, kinder and 
more peaceful world so many seek can never be said to have finally arrived.

Lynne Segal is Anniversary Professor of Psychology and Gender Studies at Birkbeck, University 
of London, in the department of Psychosocial Studies. She has written many books on feminism, 
gender and politics, including: Is the Future Female? Troubled Thoughts on Contemporary 
Feminism; Slow Motion: Changing Masculinities, Changing Men; Straight Sex: The Politics of 
Pleasure; Why Feminism? Gender, Psychology & Politics; Making Trouble: Life & Politics. Out of 
Time: The Pleasures & Perils of Ageing; Radical Happiness: Moments of Collective Joy.

envy, particularly, which may further drive these ‘camps’ to separate, and also the imperative of the 
totemic murder  of ‘the father’ for every new generation to establish itself.

Traversing these disciplines, and frequently drawing on psychosocial approaches, several themes 
arise that seem to offer more insight into these extreme manifestations of age division. I will draw 
into the discussion ideas concerned with age and masks, and on the ageing body. I want to finish 
by thinking about whether generations should and must split, as certainly we tended to believe in 
1968, and/or whether potentially transcendent commonalities, for example,  the new and ageing 
Arcadians, or the broad church of Corbynistas, render the notion of  generational antagonism  
redundant.

Dr Liz Frost is Associate Professor at the University of the West of England, Bristol. Her main 
teaching fields are theoretical perspectives on the life course, psychosocial theory and qualitative 
research. She co- edits ‘The Journal of Psychosocial Studies’, and is an Associate Editor for The 
European Journal of Social Work. She is on the executive board of the (UK) Association for 
Psychosocial Studies. Her current research is in relation to social worker’s professional well being 
and retention; shame;  and also in intergenerational conflict. 

Dr Gail Lewis, Birkbeck, University of London, UK
Saturday 7th April 2018, Inspire Lecture Theatre, 1st Floor Fusion Building, 9-10 am

Considering Black Feminism in times of love and hate
This paper will offer some thoughts about what kind of object Black Feminism is and how it might 
be used.  It will attempt to craft a space between Fanon and Winnicott from which to read black 
feminism as a diasporic cultural, theoretical and political formation that brought into being a 
specific political subject and enables her going-on-being then and now. 

Dr Gail Lewis joined the department of Psychosocial Studies at Birkbeck in September 2013.  
She studied at the LSE for her first degree was in Social Anthropology, followed by an MPhil in 
Development Studies gained from the Institute of Development Studies at Sussex.  Her PhD in 
Social Policy was gained at the Open University, where she was a member of the Social Sciences 
Faculty between 1995-2004 and again between 2007-2013. Between her two spells at the Open 
University she worked at Lancaster University in the Institute for Women’s Studies, where she 
was Head of Department.  She is also a qualified psychodynamic psychotherapist. Her academic 
interests centre on the constitution of subjectivity as racialised and gendered, psychoanalysis, black 
feminism, experience as a site of knowing and knowledge production, social policy and welfare 
practice, psychodynamics of organisational process, multiculture and formations of national 
belonging.
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On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/assoc4psychosoc/

The APS are keen to attract new members from a wide range of fields and you can become a 
member by visiting the APS webpage. 
http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/about/

The Journal of Psychosocial Studies

Link to Journal:  http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/category/journal

This is an established, peer-reviewed international e-Journal dedicated to publishing scholarly 
articles, works in progress, new ideas and book reviews in the field of Psychosocial Studies.
The Journal welcomes contributions from established researchers, postgraduate students and 
those just starting their publishing career.

The Journal contains papers focusing on psychoanalysis, philosophy, group relations, politics and 
sociology, arts-based research and interventions, social practices and cross-disciplinary studies. 
Submissions are welcome.

Editors
Dr Elizabeth Frost, University of the West of England, UK
Dr David W Jones, Open University, UK
Editorial board
Dr Helen Lucey, Independent researcher and academic consultant, UK
Dr Claudia Lapping, University College London, UK
Dr Caroline Pelletier, University College London, UK
Dr Alastair Roy, University of Central Lancashire, UK
Dr Chris Scanlon, Group Relations Consultant, UK
Professor Candida Yates, Bournemouth University, UK

Advisory Board
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 APS association information

What is Psychosocial Studies?

Psychosocial Studies is a vibrant field of academic inquiry that has been emerging in the UK 
since the 1980s, and which is increasingly attracting international interest. It studies the ways 
in which subjective experience is interwoven with social life. Psychological issues and subjective 
experiences cannot be abstracted from societal, cultural, and historical contexts; nor can they 
be deterministically reduced to the social. Similarly, social and cultural worlds are shaped by 
psychological processes and intersubjective relations.

Psychosocial Studies is characterised by (a) its explicit inter or trans-disciplinarity, (b) its 
development of non-positivistic theory, method and praxis and (c) its orientation towards 
progressive social and personal change. Psychosocial research draws inspiration from a range of 
sources including sociology, psychoanalysis, critical psychology, critical theory, post-structuralism, 
process philosophy, feminism, post-colonial theory, queer theory and affect theory, cultural studies 
and history. 

Psychosocial Studies has a strong link with several fields of practice, particularly psychotherapy 
and counselling, psychoanalysis and group analysis, social work and social policy, group relations 
and organisational consultancy. More recently it has established links to the arts, film and media 
practice.

About the APS

The Association for Psychosocial Studies was formed in 2013 and it aims to develop new 
understandings of the interrelationships between social, cultural and psychological meaning and 
experience in different contexts.  

The APS is a newly established learned society, bringing together researchers, teachers, 
practitioners and students from different fields who are interested in contributing to the 
development of this exciting inter/trans-disciplinary field of study.
APS organise regular conferences, seminars and workshops that explore a wide range of 
psychosocial phenomena and perspectives.  The Association seeks to promote the field of 
Psychosocial Studies and to challenge the often rigid disciplinary distinctions that characterise the 
social sciences and the humanities in contemporary university settings and beyond.
For further information see:
http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/about/

Follow the APS on Twitter:  @assoc4psychosoc 

https://www.facebook.com/assoc4psychosoc/
http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/about/
http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/category/journal
http://www.psychosocial-studies-association.org/about/
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Studying Political Psychology at Bournemouth University UK

This new MA Political Psychology offers a unique opportunity to study how psychological insights 
can throw light on politics. What are the roots of political violence? What drives shifts in public 
opinion? Why do some people become activists, while others never get involved? How does 
propaganda work? What is the appeal of the political ideologies to which some devote their lives? 
What makes for effective political leadership? Is the future democratic?

Psychology can make a vital contribution to developing answers to these and many other questions 
of importance to all those interested in the future of their societies. Political psychology is a well-
established branch of psychology.  Yet there are very few places in the world where a Masters in 
the subject can be taken.   Bournemouth University on the south coast of England is now offering 
such a course, based on the in-depth expertise of the team who will provide it.  The course leader 
is Professor Barry Richards, a leading figure in the application of psychoanalytic theory to the 
understanding of politics, with over thirty years’ experience of research and writing in this field, 
from his edited collection Capitalism and Infancy in 1984 to his latest book What is Holding Us 
Together? (Karnac Books, 2017)

Key members of the course team are Professor Candida Yates, author and editor of books on 
popular culture, emotion and politics, including The Play of Political Culture, Emotion and Identity 
(Palgrave, 2015), and Associate Professor Darren Lilleker, a widely-published international leader 
in the study of political communication and author of Political Communication and Cognition 
(Palgrave, 2014). These and other teaching staff bring a broad range of perspectives to the course, 
and enable it both to focus on the psychological dimensions of politics and also to see psychological 
factors in their broader societal contexts. Our psychologies need specific study, but are part of our 
societies and cultures.

For anyone considering postgraduate research on a topic which involves looking psychologically at 
politics, or for those intending to work in the political field itself (whether as activist, consultant, 
researcher or in some other role), this course offers a highly relevant, challenging and rich 
encounter with leading edge theory and research at the complex intersections of psychology and 
politics. For further information, contact Barry Richards at: brichards@bournemouth.ac.uk 

Publication policy
The Journal of Psychosocial Studies (JPSS) offers a flexible publishing space for students, 
practitioners and academics working within or interested in the broad field of Psychosocial Studies.
The journal is seeking to publish material that falls within one of the following 5 categories
•  Scientific papers (academic papers underpinned by research and /or theoretical debate)
•  Speaking out (lectures, views, debates)
•  Accounts of interventions (from psychosocial practices)
•  Creative pieces (poetry, commentaries on film/literature etc.)
•  Book reviews

The journal aims to be inclusive rather than exclusive, and considers a range of material. Possible 
disciplinary bases might be sociology, group relations, psychoanalysis, philosophy, politics, social 
policy, contextual studies, literature and psychology. But work which pushes back – even crosses 
– the edges of traditional academic and practice boundaries is particularly welcome, as is writing 
which brings new perspectives to established ideas.

We welcome work from postgraduate students, practitioners in social work, psychotherapy, 
counselling and community work, people new to academic writing, and also academics wishing to 
contribute to the development of a resource for Psychosocial Studies. Copyright will remain with 
the author, as you may later wish to submit your work to the print journals working in a similar 
field.

Please get in touch with the editors if you wish to discuss ideas or work in progress that may be 
suitable for publication. All manuscripts should be sent as e-mail attachments to:
Liz Frost – Elizabeth.Frost@uwe.ac.uk or David Jones David.Jones@open.ac.uk

mailto:brichards%40bournemouth.ac.uk%20?subject=APS%20-%20PGR%20Psychology
mailto:Elizabeth.Frost%40uwe.ac.uk?subject=
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